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Dear Park Day Families, 

  

This has been a full week!  All K-8 classes opened their doors to welcome our

Board of Trustees for Trustee Visiting Days on Tuesday and Wednesday. This was

an opportunity for our board members to see the vibrant, joyful, and dynamic

learning happening daily on campus.   

 

Here are a few quotes from them: 

 

**It truly was a privilege to be able to come to campus today and to experience

Park Day. It really became clear that we already have a strong continuity in the

content of what we teach our kids as well as the way it is taught throughout the

entire K through eight. 

 

**As you know, I visit schools every day, and what I so appreciated in my small

window into PDS was the independence and autonomy that is expected of and

granted to the students, both in how they interact and move around their

classroom and campus, and how they make choices and take responsibility for

their learning.  I believe that is the purpose of progressive education, and it is

what I want for all students, at PDS and in all of Oakland. 

 

**It was great to see how engaged (and quiet! I'm shocked how quiet these kids

can be!) everybody was and just how much was going on.  I also now know I'm

going to need to study some algebra before we get to middle school.   

 

This week, we also honored the start of both Lunar New Year (Year of the Tiger)

and the start of Black History Month.  While sharing holidays and culturally

signi�cant moments is one way we, at Park Day, celebrate and honor the heritage

of our students and di�erent cultures, our goal is always to go beyond “Heroes

and Holidays” which is a good �rst step but our �nal destination is that everything

is interconnected, and part of our curriculum and community all year long.   

UPCOMING EVENTS

2/11 

- No School - Professional

Development Day 

2/19 

- Coffee with Angela 

2/21 

- No School - Presidents' Day 

2/22 - 2/25 

- No School - February Break 

3/11 

- Read-a-Thon 

3/24 & 3/25 

- No School - Family-Teacher

Conferences 

https://www.parentsquare.com/
https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1466/users/1265439
https://www.instagram.com/p/CZdQ7JTL7em/
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/01/1075623826/why-is-february-black-history-month
https://educationpost.org/we-cant-just-teach-about-heroes-and-holidays-and-call-it-culturally-responsive/
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/6886837
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/10705826
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/6886853
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/6886900
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/7905625
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/6886907
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As I close this weekly post, I am excited to head out to cheer on our Park Day

Basketball team as they take on St. Paul’s for the �rst game of the year.  Go Mighty

Apples! 

 

Be well. 

Angela

COVID UPDATE

We have received 99% of the on campus test results from Tuesday and they are

all negative.  Since our last Park Day Post we are aware of 3 members of our

community that have tested positive for COVID. We wish them a speedy recovery.

 We have been in touch with anyone who was considered a close contact and

have tested all students and sta� that had any exposure on campus.  

 

We have partnered with the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to

o�er on-site rapid testing using Binax Now antigen tests provided by the State of

California.  We are using these tests on an as-needed basis when we need to

screen students and sta� after a potential exposure or when returning to campus

after illness or school breaks.  All students self-administer the nasal swab during

testing.   

 

In order to continue to provide this testing for students, we need all families to

complete a Rapid Antigen Testing Consent Form through ParentSquare.  Please

complete the form by next Friday, February 11, so that we can continue to provide

this service and keep students safe, healthy, and on campus. 

 

Note that in an abundance of caution, we will be requiring all students to submit a

negative COVID test result at the end of February break, similar to what was

expected after Winter Break. PCR or Rapid Antigen test results can be uploaded

through Titan on February 27-28.  More information and reminders will be

forthcoming. 

 

REMINDERS

Parking for Drop-O� & Pick-

Up 

Please use the drive through

lane when possible. If you

choose to walk into campus, be

sure to park legally and

courteously for the sake of our

neighbors. 

Dismissal Pick-Up Windows 

Please respect the pick-up

window times. If you arrive

early or your student isn't ready

when you pull through, please

https://covid-19.acgov.org/covid19-assets/docs/isolation-quarantine/close-contact-infographic-eng-2020.10.12.pdf
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/11011293
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/11011293
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Take care, 

Jennifer Cooper 

Pandemic Coordinator

ANNUAL FUND GIVING CHALLENGE UPDATE

Join the Annual Fund Giving Challenge!

50 New Gifts Will Unlock $50,000!

Fundraising has been skyhigh--thank you, Park Day!--

but our family participation rate had been lagging at

only 50%.  With that in mind, generous Park Day

families have joined forces to create a $50,000

Giving Challenge to inspire others to participate. 

Here’s the challenge: 50 new gifts from families who haven’t yet contributed will

unlock $1,000 of the $50,000!   

 

So far, 29 families have answered the challenge, bringing us up to 61%

participation--thank you for joining us! Together we can meet the challenge with

21 more new gifts to unlock the $50,000 and it couldn’t be easier.  If you haven't

yet given to the Annual Fund, we invite you to make a gift online or by mail to the

school or make a pledge to be ful�lled by June 1st, 2022. 

 

Your participation sends a powerful message and your generosity is deeply

appreciated! 

  

With gratitude, 

Chris Miller 

Director of Development

drive back out and circle the

block to keep the carpool lane

moving. 

2021-2022 School Day 

Before-school program: 

7:30 am – school start

(no charge)

Grades K – 3: 

8:45 am– 3:15 pm

Grades 4 & 5: 

8:30 am–3:15 pm

Grades 6 – 8: 

8:30 am–3:30 pm

Wednesday early dismissal

Grades K-5: 2:15 pm

Grades 6-8: 2:35 pm

After School Activities

Program:

From school dismissal–

6:00 p.m.

Gate Codes

42nd Street Gate: 

#SMILE (#76453)

43rd/44th Street Gates:

SMILE*  (76453*)

Customize your ParentSquare

notification settings so you get

information the way that suits

you best! 

Check out all the Opt-In

Parent-to-Parent & Community

Groups on ParentSquare and

�nd folks with similar interests! 

https://www.parkdayschool.org/give/
https://www.parkdayschool.org/give/
https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1466/users/3650109
https://www.parkdayschool.org/program/extended-day-program/
https://parentsquare.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360040910132-Notification-Settings-
https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1466/groups
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 APPRECIATION WEEK

With Valentine's Day as the inspiration, the Parent Stewardship Group is leading

us in spreading LOVE & APPRECIATION around to our wonderful sta� the week

before our February break! So much goes into behind the scenes to make our

school run so smoothly.  We want to thank and shower them with appreciation! 

 

Teacher & Sta� Appreciation Week is Monday, February 14 through Friday,

February 18. Let's come together to shower our AMAZING AND DEDICATED

teachers and sta� with an act / gift of appreciation each day of the week. Thank

you in advance for all for joining us in making this week so special! 

 

Click here for the game plan of the upcoming Appreciation Week and how your

family can get involved. Our �rst e�ort has already begun with a digital chalk art

project 

READ-A-THON SNEAK PEEK

The Read-a-Thon is coming up on March 11th and it's one of Park Day School's

longest running and most beloved traditions. Making this year extra special, we

have Park Day alum and current sta� member Jalen Cole-Williams as our guest

designer for the Read-a-Thon graphic! Jalen graduated in 2008 and now serves

as our After School Activities Program Enrichment Program Coordinator and 4th

Grade Teaching Assistant. He's also an awesome artist!

 

Because this special event and fundraiser is driven by the students, it's important

to us that they have a voice in the planning of it. Students in grades 5th through

8th were invited this week to weigh in with their feedback on three rough drafts to

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/10987618
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sFRdCpsobipCfU7p5OgRX8OsRT7HxJbq5-KPA6C9r5I/edit?usp=sharing
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help decide the image that will represent the Read-a-Thon this year. Below is a

sneak peek of the images they reviewed. Ask your 5-8th grader which one they

preferred and why! 

 COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

There are many online and IRL events happening in honor of Black History Month.

Here are a few to consider adding to your calendar: 

 

Online: 

Wednesdays, February 2 - 23, 8-8:30 AM PST Young Portrait Explorers: Black

History Month, sponsored by the National Portrait Gallery. A series of virtual

workshops for children ages 3-6 allows them to examine famous portraits and

create art. 

 

Saturday, February 12, 10-12:30 AM PST   Virtual Black History Trivia Quiz for

kids ages 9-15, hosted by the Congress of Black Women of Canada. Show o�

your knowledge or learn about the culture. Prizes for the winners of each round. 

 

Thursday, February 24, 3:30 PM PST  Kimberly A. Morrow, author of 8 Pearls of

Wisdom: A Parenting Guide, o�ers practical ways to inspire your student to

pursue their passion. 

 

In-Person 

Sunday, February 6, 12 PM, Oakland  The Black Joy on Wheels Bike Parade is a

“community-led, music-lit” ride that starts at City Slicker Farms and follows an 8

mile loop through town. 

 

Saturday, February 26, 4 pm, Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco 

Multimedia presentation and performance by Martin Luther McCoy. Be sure to

register in advance, vax card or negative COVID test req’d. 

 

Sunday, February 27, 12 - 7PM, Oakland  The Fifth Annual Black Joy Parade

starts at 14th and Broadway; festival entrance at 20th and Broadway. Registration

is highly encouraged 

 

And you'll �nd even more Black History Month events on 510 Families!  

 

Open Call for Quilters! Add Your Stitches to a Special Quilt for Angela! 

https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fyoung-portrait-explorers-black-history-month-february-tickets-243026527887/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/HQVpYv99DEfQtEL6F2eMZSse9Pc=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fnpg.si.edu%2Fhome%2Fnational-portrait-gallery/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/iPX1Tl6Y5OBP8HkJKATAA4zPa-0=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fallevents.in%2Fmobile%2Famp-event.php%3Fevent_id=10000215743052277/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/55N10_0bzDHb48vnj3UJKjA1Cvw=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Foshawa-whitby.cbwc-ontario.org%2F%3F_ga=2.95846492.1928257477.1643683694-378394092.1643683694/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/vrO7tstdxUZDXI7AFKrlrS7HWEM=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fasalh.org%2Fcalendar%2Fauthors-book-talk-event-8-pearls-of-wisdom%2F/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/IZpNsrEXwtCem5LZwWXo954ouyA=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPEARLS-WISDOM-Parenting-Empowering-Children-ebook%2Fdp%2FB07KRN55QH/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/mfI_0TuqD30A-gGsd-mEHYHU6s0=256
http://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Feventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fblack-joy-on-wheels-tickets-252435079117/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/-aWlAs10KrRujNfhTv25i5gW5f0=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.moadsf.org%2Fevent%2Fsfjazz-and-moad-co-present-a-black-history-month-celebration-concert-with-martin-luther-mccoy/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/ZW-DXUYQq_csGsm9RmXM81zrA4c=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmartianluther.com%2F/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/T1GG0KjrhGwWLmKZSq8Y1T6f8HE=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2F29050a.blackbaudhosting.com%2F29050a%2Ftickets%3Ftab=2%26txobjid=b22273c8-2da2-4419-9e9a-0360b5bafb59/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/I3kHW40ypQ_DFeJHlbNAhBSwyiw=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.blackjoyparade.org%2F/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/5NWu8DmWN0dVG2LpS9tXLfLUhXY=256
https://qj61jwdp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fthe-5th-annual-black-joy-parade-tickets-228672524677/1/0100017ebbd1686f-4a46f7ad-6a3b-4e20-bd96-318f253a9c56-000000/qfxO-u8wvQYKkCy8BxFiXE_0Jlc=256
https://www.510families.com/black-history-month-for-kids-and-families/
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Park Day parent Faye Stevenson (Liam, 4th) is leading the charge to craft a special

quilt for Angela and invites the Park Day Community to add their stitches to the

project. Click here to the Community Board post for a sneak peek of the quilt and

to learn more about getting involved! 

 

Co�ee with Angela 

Our Co�ee with Angela events were a highlight of the fall, and we look forward to

continuing this new program in 2022. The next Co�ee with Angela is scheduled

for Wednesday, February 16th, from 8:45 - 9:45 am. As with all things nowadays,

this gathering is dependant on pandemic conditions. RSVP here to join us!

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/10875253
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/10705826
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Morning Drop-O� Volunteers Needed! 

It takes a lot of us to get students safely through drive through drop-o� e�ciently,

so we are asking those who are able and willing to please lend a hand. Please

click here to volunteer! Thank you for sharing your time with us... we appreciate

your teamwork!

Comments & Replies

Comment...

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/10872224

