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Dear Park Day Families, 

As I am writing this post to you, we are still in a state of limbo. We are all
(impatiently) waiting for the official outcome of this year’s unprecedented
presidential election. I am not proud but I have had to make little deals with
myself throughout the day to not continuously check to see if there have
been any new developments. Nevada, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and
Georgia hold the keys to what the next four years will look like for all of us. 

Once the dust settles, all of the votes have been counted, and all of the
lawsuits are dealt with, where do we go from here? Our nation is so deeply
divided and each side is so far apart in their beliefs that it is almost as if we
are living in alternate realities. Societal tensions have disintegrated into a
deadly tribalism that threatens the very existence of our democracy. As
parents and educators, what do we say to our children? Heck, what do we
say to ourselves? 

I don’t have any answers in this moment. All that I do know is that giving up
is not an option. 

School Reopening 
This week did hold pockets of pure joy and sweetness with our kindergarten
and first graders transitioning back to learning on campus!  It was also great
to welcome our Middle School students as they started their weekly on
campus visits on Wednesday.  Seeing children laugh and enjoy one another

UPCOMING EVENTS
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- MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Drop-in Office Hours
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was a true delight.  I want to offer my sincerest gratitude and appreciation to
our whole staff and admin team for all of their hard work! 

We tried to capture just a brief glimpse of this week for all of you to share
(thank you for this video, Amalia!)

As we mentioned last week, the County has granted permission for middle
and high school students to resume in person instruction starting on
November 9.   While we are still designing all of the details, we have
decided that we will begin to bring our 6th grade students back to campus
starting the week of December 7.   

We will host a Middle School Reopening Town Hall on Monday, November
16, at 5:30pm.  If you have any initial questions, we have designated
tomorrow’s Program Administration Drop In Hours for Middle School
families only. 

Be well. 
Angela

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT

Lower School Update: 

The big news this week is that we have our official reopening in progress.
Students in K-1 have done a gradual re-entry to school, which has been a
big success. They are delighted to be here and our systems for morning
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REOPENING INFO
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drop off, afternoon pick up, as well as outdoor and indoor learning and
safety procedures are all working. The students are doing very well and
marveling at the joy of being back on our beautiful campus and together in
their cohorts. 

The kindergartners are extending their identity studies by talking about
homes that reflect their dreams and who they are. After reading “The Big
Orange Splot” they’ve been building cardboard homes that represent them.
They brought some special items from home to build with, so each home is
truly unique and they are having so much fun! One child said, “Literally, this
is the best day of my life!” 

The first graders have been exploring their outdoor classrooms. They have
been looking closely at the ground and environment to see “who lives here”
and making charts of insects, plants and other living things sharing their
space. They also used the natural materials around them to make some self
portraits set out on a clipboard. Teachers snapped a photo and then those
items went right back into nature. 

We also have nine play spaces identified outdoors and staggered schedules
and sanitizing procedures for each cohort to enjoy a space for a week and
rotate to the next one the following week. We purchased some new toys
and items to help keep those spaces interesting. One adult supervises each
cohort in their space at playtime. 

Students are so happy to be here that anytime I walk by I get cheery
greetings and kids calling me over (from a six foot distance) to see what
they are doing. 

Meanwhile, in 2nd-5th grades students have been learning so much about
our election process and running some of their own campaigns and mock
voting that they took very seriously. Each grade’s approach is a little bit
different, but the democratic process is alive and well at Park Day, and our
student changemakers are sure to lead the way when they are actually old
enough to vote. 

I have a bit of a collector’s item due to my long tenure at Park Day. For one
of our anniversaries (our 25th, I think) we were fortunate enough to have
Congresswoman Barbara Lee speak at our celebration. She said, “One day
there will be a President of the United States of America from Park Day
School.” We had post-it notes printed with this quote, and I still have a few
left that I use very sparingly. I’ve gifted one to Angela. 

Karen Colaric 

Agreement 

Reopening Calendars 
- Kindergarten - 1st Grade
- 2nd - 3rd Grades
- 4th - 5th Grades
- Middle School will return to
campus for blocks of time on
Wednesdays beginning Nov 4.

ParkDay@Home 
- Click here for Q&A Video

REMINDERS / TIPS

Check out all the Opt-In
Community Groups on
ParentSquare and find folks
with similar interests! 

Seeking Parenting
Resources? We've got you
covered. 

Navigate school-related tech
issues on the school's
Technology & Tips section of
the website. 

Panneto Kitchen Offers
Updated Menu! 
We love the deliciousness,
convenience, and value of
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https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1466/groups
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ITEMS OF INTEREST

Reopening Drop Off & Pick Up Procedures Video 
Click to see what to expect!

Panetto Kitchen's catering
program at Park Day.  Nels
continues to offer pick-up
dinners on Catering Program
page of the website. 

Annual Fund Campaign Launch 
Park Day School was founded 44 years ago with a clear mission: prepare 
students to be informed, courageous, and compassionate people who 
shape a more equitable and sustainable world.  We have a passion for 
nurturing change makers, and our world needs them now more than ever. 
This year's Annual Fund campaign is about meeting the moment to build for 
the future together through resilience and innovation. Watch for our launch 
on November 16th! 

https://www.parkdayschool.org/catering-program/
https://vimeo.com/473645303



