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Who is responsible for your child’s education?
What is financial Aid?
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Who and What



A form of a grant from the school based on each families’ 
individual financial need.
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Financial Aid...

If you qualify you, the 
award does not require 

repayment.

Financial aid comes 
from the school, not 

from SSS. 

Each school has a 
specific Financial aid 

budget. 



Why should I apply for FA?
When should I start planning?

Where should I go for more help?
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Why, When, and Where



Know the school’s expectations
• Most deadlines fall between January – March.
• Do your taxes early.
• Be honest.
• Missed deadlines = missed dollars!
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Make a budget
• Add all sources of income - (subtract) all expenses.
• Know what you can afford.
• Remember: Your child's education costs are your responsibility.



The 2021-2022 
application opened 

October 2, 2020.

© 2019 Community Brands HoldCo, LLC. All rights reserved. 6

When do I start?
Do not wait 

for an admission 
decision.
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How do I apply?



How do I apply?
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1. Request financial aid information when you first contact 
the school for admission information

2. Know and gather all the documents you’ll need:

Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS)
• Online application
• $55 fee (nonrefundable)

School-specific forms
• Additional school forms required as 

part of your FA application

Tax-related documents
• 1040’s (w/all schedules)
• W2
• 1099
• K-1’s
• Mortgage/bank statements
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How is an award calculated?



How is an award calculated?

Income Assets Family Members
INCOME 

(money coming in) 

- minus - 

EXPENSES 
(money going out)

ASSETS 
(what you own) 

- minus -

LIABILITIES 
(what you owe)

(everyone who lives
In the house)
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How is an award calculated?
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SSS takes all items into consideration to 
determine your discretionary income.

SSS recommends to the school what 
portion of your discretionary income is 

available to pay for education.

Each school will verify the information 
you presented, then calculate their ability 

to meet your remaining need.



Total Cost of Attendance
   Family Contribution (as calculated by SSS)
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How is an award calculated?

Total Financial Need

Financial aid offer from school
*based off % need the school meets*
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How do I start?



Enhanced Family Experience

• One form, for one fee, for any number of siblings, for 
any number of schools.

• Shorter application (for qualifying families).

• Fee waived for SSS neediest families.

• Ability to upload and manage documents.

• Built-in hints, tips, and question-by.-question 
instructions
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Log back in as 
a returning 

user

Click in the 
teal box for a 

new user

https://sssbynais.force.com/familyportal
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Click on PFS to 
start/return to 

or complete 
your PFS

Click on My Documents 
to upload the 

documents schools are 
requiring

When logging in or returning you will 
land on your Family Portal Dashboard
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During October to December there are 2 active application years.  Ensure you are completing 
the right application.  SSS cannot transfer data from one application to the next.  As well, 

there are no refunds if a wrong application is completed
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It is important to review what you have put in the “Demographics” portion of your application.  

Make sure you have entered everything correctly – put in the correct date of births, etc. as these 
sections are not editable once you move from the page.
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Green 
checkmarks 

indicate a 
completed 

section.

Red boxes indicate a 
required entry.

Section Preview:  
Provides tips on section 
preparation/readiness
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Step 2: Apply the 
school to the student. 
SSS does not assume 

every school you select 
should be added to 

each student!

Step 1: Locate the 
school and select the 

school
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READ
Many of the questions give you the 
guidance you need.  Ensure to read 

the “Do(s)” and “Don’t(s)”

Look for inline guidance for help
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No need to complete in one 
sitting…. You can always come 
back later if you need a break

Remember: 
Read what is there. SSS will 
provide you what you need.
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While SSS provides a comprehensive 
application you may want to communicate just 

a bit more to the school.  

Other Considerations is a great spot to 
“Tell Your Story.”

Almost done...
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Need help?

Call us

800.344.8328

In-season hours
Mon – Fri: 9 a.m.- 11 p.m.

Sat: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
(Eastern Time Zone)

Email us

sss@solutionsbysss.com

Send us a message

through the 
“Message” tab in the 

Family Portal



Thank you.
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